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RECTOR'S REPORT
Paul Jump

2020 has been a year like no other we have known. Yet through all the ups and
downs and lockdowns of 2020, God has demonstrated his faithfulness to St
Clement’s in remarkable ways. And we shouldn’t be surprised. For, if God ‘did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things?’ (Rom 8:32).
God has served us by his spirit through enabling us by his Spirit to use our gifts
to serve one another. Over the past year I have seen people again and again
step up to serve. So thank you. Thank you to all those who have helped to
develop the website and enabled the church to use technology to communicate
the gospel well online. Thank you to those who have enabled us to stream our
services, both at the recording studio and at the church building. Thank you to
those who have been involved in our daily prayer meetings, family worship, Be
Still My Soul, The Lord Is On Your Side, Life Explored, Zoom community groups
and other ministries. Thank you to all those who have helped with the online
ministry to children and youth. Thank you to those who have established and
served on the food parcels. team Thank you to those who have been involved in
the new pastoral care team. Thank you to those who have helped with
maintenance of the church building and its grounds. A special thank you to Keith
for spending lockdown painting large parts of the church. And thank you to all
those of you who have served St Clement’s and our wider community in other
ways which I haven’t mentioned. It has been a joy to serve with you during this
last year and I am looking forward with expectation and hope at what the Lord
might do amongst us in 2021.
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CHURCH WARDEN'S
REPORT
Tom Ward & Promise Amadi

The year in review has been quite challenging. The prolonged lock down due to
Covid-19 has meant that, as a church, we have all learnt to do things differently,
without hampering the spread of the gospel. Our Church services have continued
online, with a number of us attending in person – which has been very encouraging.
We remain ever grateful to God that we have managed well, giving the
circumstances and we join the faithful the world over to pray that our Father in
Heaven will heal our land and our world of this plague and end this pandemic.
St Clements has been blessed with a committed group of volunteers who have
remained dedicated in service and generous in their sacrifice for the work of the
kingdom. We are immensely thankful for the gift of their time and donations in
seeing that the Church continued to function and operate during these trying
times. We are also thankful to the staff team for how they have managed to cope
under these circumstances.
Those of us who have been to church in the last few months would have noticed
that the walls in Nave have been painted. This was Keith’s project during the
lockdown, with help from Phil and Pete Bailey (a friend of the church). We want to
thank them for their work and also thank Steve and Michelle for helping coordinate
the Gardening Group who keep the Church grounds immaculately beautiful, even
in the face of the gloom. The food parcel team have continued to support families
in our community with weekly supplies and we thank El Ward and her team for the
fantastic work that they do.
Also, Lovells have now fulfilled their promise to gift the Church a brand-new
permanent ramp and re-surfacing the car park, for which we are grateful. The work
should hopefully be completed soon.
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There has been some staff changes during the year. Nadia’s role as the Church
Administrator ended in March and Rhea Tatchell joined the staff team as Office and
Digital Communications Coordinator in April. I know you will join us in welcoming
Rhea on board and wishing Nadia all the best in her new role.
Sadly, during the year we lost Odette and Gwen; both long standing members of
our congregation. We pray for the repose of their souls and ask that God may
comfort their families as they mourn.
Looking ahead, we are beginning to see some green shoots with the government
gradually relaxing the lockdown and re-opening the country and we believe that
soon we will be able to start meeting again in person. So, let us continue to pray for
wisdom for our Church leadership and the different ministry leaders as they discuss
and plan on how we can continue to re-open safely.
Finally, the past year has taught us of God faithfulness when we put our trust in
him. So, we ask that in our prayers we commit the year ahead to God who, in His
infinite mercy, has seen us through thus far. We also ask that we continue to pray
for God’s guidance and wisdom for Paul, the staff team and the leadership in their
stewardship in the coming year.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
Sarah Loveridge

Over this past year whilst many churches have stopped kid’s provision, we have been
able to keep it running online which we’re very thankful for! Our regular “catechism
slots” (aimed at children but also relevant for adults!) during the morning service
have carried on through engaging and impactful pre-recorded videos from our kids
team based on the “Little Book of Big Words” by Warren W. Wiersbe.
Kids
Our Sunday Gospel Kids sessions have also continued online throughout lockdown,
with children joining us on Zoom for an hour’s session each week. We have been
going through the New City Catechism and we have seen growth in both numbers
and diversity in our serving team which is wonderful. Midweek, we have started
running our after-school kids club online over Zoom with a brand new team, bringing
in unchurched children from our surrounding community. Pre-recorded video
assemblies have been sent to 5 of our local schools this year and we hope to go back
in to deliver these in person when possible.
Youth
Roots (our youth group for secondary school age) has continued weekly over Zoom
this year with some sessions in person when permitted by government restrictions.
We have also enjoyed a session run by the Yorkshire Camps team in place of our
usual weekend away.
Families
Over Christmas, we enjoyed our Family Nativity with pre-recorded drama, songs,
prayers and readings from multiples families in church. We also put together a series
of 12 craft/baking videos from different families in church in order to build
community not only inside our church but also to reach out to those who don’t yet
attend.
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CARE TEAM
Henry Alexander

The role of our team of care coordinators, is to facilitate and resource
pastoral care amongst the church family. A phrase we keep coming back to
in our meetings is ‘spreading the net’. We are so blessed to be part of a
church family that is already so good at looking out for each other. As we
grow and welcome more people to our church family, the care team aims to
provide a single, simple point of contact, to help ‘spread the net’ of care to
cover the whole church family. We want everyone to know where to go
when they need help and support from church, and to help people be
aware of others who might need care.
Gilly has done a smashing job of setting up a network of practical care, for
things such as provision of church family meals. We also have a team of
visitors and have been delivering packs for those who are stuck in their
homes self isolating.
Our other main focus is equipping and resourcing our church family to care
for each other. This year has seen the launch of ‘Side By Side’, a series of
webinars, helping us to think through how we walk alongside each other
through the different circumstances and challenge of life.
If you need anything from us, please do email:
care@stclementschurchmanchester.org.
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SAFEGUARDING
Michelle Taylor, Chinenye Amadi & Abigail Matthews

It has been a different year regarding working with children and vulnerable
adults, however we have strived to keep up-to-date with ensuring all those
volunteers who work in this area are holding the correct paperwork.
We as a church liase with the diocese who are on hand with clarification and
advice, and we take seriously any matters that are brought to our attention.
As a church we must all work together - it is the whole congregation's
responsibility to be vigilant in all our behaviour and attitudes, and to put
children and vulnerable adults first at all times. Posters are placed around
church with whom to contact with any concerns, and details are also on the
church website. No matter is too small to bring to our attention and will be
dealt with in an appropriate manner.
Once again can we thank all involved in these ministries for being so
cooperative in doing the paperwork and attending courses, especially when
giving up so much time with the children and adults.
As our church is growing, it was felt we needed to split our team into children
and adult safeguarding and therefore we would like to welcome Abigail
Matthews who will be heading up children's safeguarding at St Clement's.
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Eleanor Ward

Over the last year, the food distribution ministry at St Clement's has grown
beyond my wildest dreams. What started out as a few of us getting together
to make up some food parcels when the idea of a potential lockdown was
announced has now grown into a large operation providing food parcels for
over 70 households each week. We also support another local food
distribution service in Clayton and we estimate that we are providing food for
approximately 300 people a week.
We have been getting most of our food from FareShare and also rely on
donations from individuals at church, work and the local community etc.
It’s been such an incredible journey. Every time I’ve wondered how we’ll
manage to fill all the boxes and feed everyone, God has reminded me that
he provides and we have an abundance of food.
He has graciously provided all the finances we’ve needed this year through
personal gifts and grants and it has been such a blessing to see how He has
grown this ministry.
We have a great team of volunteers to help keep the ministry going from
drivers who collect the food from Fareshare each week, the people who fill
the boxes & our drivers who distribute it. It has been a blessing to be a part
of it.
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ST LUKE'S CHURCH
Henry Alexander

Since the summer of 2020 we have been helping out with ministry at St
Lukes church as they currently have no Minister. Every Sunday, someone
from St Clement’s goes down to lead and preach at the morning service. We
have also begun a new meeting on Sunday afternoons called Cornerstone.
We hope this meeting will develop into an offsite service, with the aim of
reaching out the local community of Grove Village, Longsight and Ardwick.
We are excited to see what further opportunities God might provide for
gospel ministry as we continue to partner with St Luke's and look to revitalise
churches in Manchester.
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INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY
Daniel Mullaney

Persian-language Community Group
Throughout 2020 we met on Wednesday evenings to study the Bible and
pray together. At the beginning of the year we studied Romans, and then,
from September, we started studying Acts along with the other community
groups. From January to March we met in the church building. From March
to June we met on Zoom, then we met in person in Daniel’s garden (St.
George’s Rectory garden). Then we met on Zoom again briefly before
gathering in the Upstairs Room and Victory Room for the rest of the year.
The group was small, consisting of around 5 individuals, although at various
times group members invited friends, especially during the first lockdown
from March to April.
Ongoing challenges and outreach
During 2020 we started to think about how to develop our international
ministry further and a number of people got involved in creating a team to
think about this. Unfortunately, certain events in 2021 have stalled the
operations of this team, but looking forward we have plans to reach out
into the Persian-speaking community through social media (especially on
Instagram), through food distribution, and through personal contact and
inviting friends to Alpha or Christianity Explored.

SPREADING A PASSION FOR JESUS CHRIST IN MANCHESTER, THE UK AND THE WORLD
11

A REVIEW OF 2020

BOOK GROUP
Alex Tatchell

Back at the start of 'Lockdown 1' last year, our ‘Rooted Readers’ book
groups were launched and we began by reading Matt Chandler's ‘Joy in the
Sorrow’. It was the perfect time to join together as a church and read a
book detailing the worst life has to throw at us, providing valuable
conversation about how we can stand with those who suffer in our lives.
Out of this was born two book groups (one for men and one for women)
who have steadily read their way through a number of books, meeting
regularly to discuss and pray on what we have learnt or been challenged by
from them. It has been a joy to lead the men’s group and vote on what book
to read next, and has provided fantastic accountability for all of us (myself
most of all!) to stay reading and chewing over big truths about God.

We would love to have more people join our groups so that we can
encourage each other to read more. For more information please do
contact me on alex@stclementschurchmanchester.org. One chapter a week
is doable for even the busiest of people!
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DIGITAL MINISTRY
Nadia Kreid

OUR LEAP INTO DIGITAL
Following my appointment as Church Administrator in mid-January 2020 one of my many
intentions was to develop our church online presence. Little did I know that a worldwide
pandemic was around the corner and we’d have to accelerate into ‘digital church’ as opposed
to the ‘in person church’ experience we’d all become accustomed to.
Personally, I have found the past year both challenging and liberating in equal measure. I’ve
been challenged and at times frustrated by the lack of capacity and resources churches are
tirelessly working with, but I have found the freedom of being able to use my gifting for
vision, strategy and innovation energising.
I’m thankful to God for sustaining me, through what has been a challenging time. I’m thankful
to God for giving me the opportunity to witness just how hard those who embark on a career
in Ministry work. They work HARD! Finally, I’m thankful for the opportunity God gifted me to
encourage the staff team to think differently, to think outwardly in addition to inwardly,
enabling St. Clement’s Church Manchester to share the precious truths of the Gospel far and
wide, beyond our local church family.
WHY DIGITAL?
Social Media IS an important tool and ministry. As of 2020, there were 51 million Facebook
users, 30 million Instagram users and 16 million Twitter users in the United Kingdom. That’s
nearly half of the UK’s population using some form of social media! At St. Clement’s Church
Manchester we need to be using it too. Not just using it, but using it effectively, developing a
strategy, with the purpose of intentionally reaching the unreached and engaging with society
and culture today. In a nutshell, social media allows us to reach people that would never
drive past our church building, let alone walk inside it otherwise.
I’m certain you’ll all agree that the main purpose of the church is to reach people with the
best news ever – the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Our vision is to spread a passion for Jesus Christ
in Manchester, the UK and the world! So, let’s use these God-given digital platforms and use
them well as a FREE resource to reach the unreached and disciple them!

SPREADING A PASSION FOR JESUS CHRIST IN MANCHESTER, THE UK AND THE WORLD
13

STREAMLINING OUR COMMUNICATION
The result of church growth is inevitably an increase in workload. We have been blessed to
see attendance growth at St. Clement’s Church Manchester. Anticipating future growth yet
taking into consideration the part-time hours of our Office and Digital Communications
Coordinator, I’ve taken some time to streamline our email communication. Rather than
emails filtering into one church email, I’ve developed the concept of ‘Email Departments’.
Used well, this has several benefits, including:
Our Office and Digital Communications Coordinator can use their limited time more
effectively, supporting the Vision of St. Clement’s Church Manchester.
The ministry leader is the most knowledgeable about their ministry and therefore most
equipped to respond to emails relating to their ministry.
Avoiding the use of a forename when setting up email addresses avoids having to change
an email address when somebody leaves their ministry, promoting consistency for you,
our church family and those brand-new to St. Clement’s Church Manchester.
I’d encourage you to use the email addresses below. By doing so you’ll help facilitate effective
communication at St. Clement’s Church Manchester!
General Communication: hello@stclementschurchmanchester.org
Gospel Kids: gospelkids@stclementschurchmanchester.org
If you need prayer email: prayer@stclementschurchmanchester.org
If you need care email: care@stclementschurchmanchester.org
If you need emergency food email: fooddistribution@stclementschurchmanchester.org

INTERNAL DIGITAL CHURCH COMMUNICATION
Our internal Digital Church Communication now includes:
Church emails
Digital Weekly Community Life Newsletter
Digital Monthly Newsletter (Internal & External Communication)
Weekly Gospel Kids Digital emails
EXTERNAL DIGITAL CHURCH COMMUNICATION
Our external Digital Church Communication now includes:
Facebook
Digital Monthly Newsletter (Internal & External Communication)
Website
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BRANDING
Over the past year I have taken the time to develop a stronger brand for our church, with the
hope of this expanding over time, resulting in consistency across all our church
communication channels, paper based and digital. Rhea has a brilliant eye for this, and I am
certain she will develop this further.
The concept of branding may be a brand-new way of thinking for many of us within the
church; there may be some wondering if branding is necessary? – Trust is built through brand
consistency. The more consistent a brand is across all communication channels, the more
recognisable it is to the people we’d love to reach, providing a feeling of reliability and trust,
which in return creates a willingness to listen to what we have to say about the BEST NEWS
EVER! JESUS!
BRAND NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHING SEPTEMBER 2021!
I am so excited to currently be working alongside Jason Loveridge and a small team of
volunteers to develop a BRAND-NEW church website, with the aim of being intentional in our
pursuit of spreading a passion for Jesus Christ in Manchester, the UK and the world ultimately growing God’s Kingdom!
You can expect a branded and more aesthetically pleasing website, continuing to build trust
with the people we want to reach by developing consistency across all our digital platforms.
The website will be informative with clear, personable language and easy to navigate. It will
include a dedicated ‘Members Area’ specifically for you, our church family.

OUR DIGITAL HIGHLIGHTS 2020 TO 2021
Family Worship LIVE
Be still My soul
The Lord is on your side
Facebook growth of 61.5%
YouTube growth of 126.5%
Over 1800 people tuned into our Carol Concerts
Digital Marketing strategies helped increase community outreach event
attendance
We launched our first Acoustic Night!
·Some of the countries people have tuned into a Facebook LIVE or YouTube Livestream
include Italy, the Philippines and America! Through God’s strength we’ve been spreading a
passion for Jesus Christ to the world right there! Amen!
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OUR DIGITAL GROWTH 2020 TO 2021

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR DIGITAL WORK
If you feel called to, please ‘like’, comment on and share our social media posts. With most
people on social media having friends lists higher than our average weekly church
attendance, we have a real opportunity to share hope and light in a dark season to people
we wouldn’t otherwise reach.
Using the relevant email address for the ministry you’d like to communicate with will result in
our Office and Digital Communications Coordinator being able to maximize the use of their
time.
HOW YOU CAN PRAY FOR OUR DIGITAL WORK
Pray that our church leaders, staff members and digital volunteers grow in confidence and
knowledge, developing the skills they need to ensure that at St. Clement’s Church
Manchester we are maximizing the potential of Digital Comms for the glory of God,
ultimately to grow His kingdom.
Pray for Rhea, our brand-new Office and Digital Communications Coordinator as she
navigates what is realistically a full-time workload within part-time hours, establishing the
priorities of her workload to best facilitate the Vision of St. Clement’s Church Manchester.
Pray that as a church we’d navigate and use these God-given digital platforms well as an
Evangelistic tool to reach the unreachable and that people would feel connected to our
church before they've even set foot in our church building.
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS
Mark Taylor

2020 Financial Report | Please find 2019 figures in brackets and italics
Total receipts of funds into the church general account and the church missionary account
together in 2020 (net of transfers between church a/c and missionary a/c) amounted to
£121,516 (£108,704). One legacy was received during the year from Mr Malcolm Sutton and we
received funding from The SolarTrust, One Manchester, St John’s Church in London and St
Clement’s Gospel Trust to support our work.
£59,213 (£48,924) in total was spent on ministry work at St Clements in Higher Openshaw. This
includes our contribution to the diocesan parish share. Our parish share for 2020 was £15,498
and in 2021 will rise to £16,968.
£33,451 (£33,925) was spent on the running costs of the church buildings and grounds. The PCC
continue to insure the building at 75% of its rebuild value.
Receipts for missionary work (overseas and home missions) in 2020 were £25,627 (£17,962).
These receipts are inclusive of the transfer from the church general account to support cross
cultural missions, referred to below. Payments in 2020 to overseas missionary societies were
£12,997 (£8,750). Payments related to home mission amounted to £5,078 (£1,600). Amongst
other things home mission payments includes expenditure on the night shelter (until its closure),
Food Parcel outreach and hardship causes. In 2016 the PCC made the decision to transfer 10%
of unrestricted giving from the church account in one year, to the missionary account in the
following year- thus helping to fund cross cultural church mission in this country and overseas.
During 2020, £9,218 was transferred for this purpose.
The net financial result for 2020 regarding the church general account was a deficit (receipts
less than payments) of £6,484 (surplus £6,887). Total monies of £51,302 (£50,303) remain in all
church bank accounts at 31st December 2020.
Special thanks needs to be given to John Ormiston, one of our patronage trustees, who once
again has independently examined these accounts. If you would like to see a scanned version of
the actual church accounts, please find one attached to the Vision Night email.
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OUR CHURCH VISION
2020 - 2025

Vision Statement

WORD

Our vision is:
To preach the gospel faithfully, accessibly and passionately to our community both inside
and outside church.
To be a church that regularly meets together to study/examine the word.
To be a church that trains and develops leaders.

WORSHIP

Our vision is:
To ensure our services are as accessible for as many people as possible (e.g. for those
who have English as a second language or those with lower literacy levels).
To use our music to help people from all walks of life to encounter and enjoy God
whether for the first time or the billionth time.
To be transformed through our encounter with Jesus so that we worship God with our
whole lives.

WITNESS

Our vision is:
To share the good news of Jesus Christ with our local community.
To actively revitalise other churches in the city.
To send out people to witness for Christ elsewhere in the UK and the world.

WELFARE

Welfare of the Community
Our vision is:
To love our community and live out the gospel in real and meaningful ways.
To practically and emotionally support those in need.
To work alongside other organisations to care for people well.

WELLBEING

Our vision is to spread a passion for Jesus Christ in Manchester, the UK and the world

Wellbeing of the Church
Our vision is:
To ensure everyone in our church family is cared for well and, where necessary, supported
in their care of others.
To help our church family to be aware of who needs care, aware of how to access support
and aware of our individual responsibility to care for each other, so that no one is missed.
To resource and equip our church family in how to love and care for others well, and to
confidently and compassionately share the love of Christ with those in need.
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